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Above:
Black Wave from Glass Love Japan series 1/1 2005
Ink on watercolour paper
22 inches x 30 inches

Opposite:
Garth Dickenson with Mackie Fish from Glass Love 1/1 2005
Ink on watercolour paper
11 ¾ inches x 16 ½ inches
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Wayne Lynch

Wayne Lynch
In 1995, I interviewed Wayne Lynch for the !lm, Litmus. I sent a transcript of the interview down 
to Wayne, so he could correct it and make clear his thoughts and ideals. Some weeks later, he 
faxed the interview back to me, as follows. 

You still live a minute from your parents’ front door and, I notice, your father does a 
lot of things around the place for you. How important are your parents to you?
I grew up on the edge of a small town, surrounded by mountains and untouched bush on one 
side and the ocean and a bay on the other. It was an environment that created a close family 
relationship. My uncles lived next door and all the respective backyards linked up together – the 
whole hillside was a huge orchard and vegie garden, complete with chooks, etc. 
 All my family, at one time or another, were professional !sherman, and my Dad has been a 
builder most of his life. So, my parents and broader family are very practical people. "ey taught 
me about the Earth and nature and things. By that, I’m referring to some understanding of nature 
– the seasons and cycles, the plants and animals. It created, for me, a sense of awe and respect, and 
a love for the bush and a simple, unclu#ered life. 
 It was a wonderful childhood, and it’s something I’m deeply grateful and respectful to them 
for. "ere was always that strong family unit, and we have continued that relationship right up to the 
present day. It’s very important that a person psychologically separates from their parents and makes 
their own way in the world. It’s critical to a person’s development and, ultimately, to a continued 
sense of family. "e psychological separation shouldn’t necessarily create a breakdown of the family 
unit; it sometimes does, but it can also enrich it and create an even more open, healthy relationship.

It’s interesting that you still live near them. I guess, in the city, not too many people 
do that?
"ese days, it’s the modern way: that you grow up to a certain age and then move away from your 
parents. I’ve always respected elder people and their knowledge gained by experience. I’m o$en 
asking my parents their opinion about some situation I have to make a decision about. I always 
eventually come to my own conclusion, but I like to listen to other ideas and opinions, and I 
consider them before making my own !nal decision. 
 As I said, I grew up in a country environment where people had, not only a strong sense 
of family, but also of community. I feel that some of the major problems we experience in 
the world today – the chaos and confused set of values – is possibly because we don’t have a 
fundamental sense of family or community, and consequently we are losing our understanding 
of responsibility to each other and to the Earth. It’s becoming a deeply cynical view, generally 
speaking. It’s sort of internalised hopelessness; we need, not only to care for ourselves, but also 
for other peoples’ well-being and the Earth. Without that sensitivity and compassion, the world 
becomes a darker, colder place.

Outside on the property, there’s a shed. It’s kind of hidden away, like there’s something secret 
in there – a madman’s laboratory. Inside, there’s a shaping machine that Wayne and his 
father built, in 1972, to put the bo!om curves into boards "om rocker templates that Wayne 
created, or borrowed "om other shapers. 

!e shaping machine is pre"y revolutionary.
Yeah, well, I still haven’t seen one as good in that style. "e reason I say ‘good’ is that it’s really 
adjustable. I can put any type of template on there – deck curve or bo#om line curve – with any 
size or brand of blank and get what I want. Most of the other ones that were built like that were 
made from wood. A$er some time, the wood warps, so everything becomes inaccurate. Or just 
di%cult, in some respects, to use.

It looks incredibly simple, but perfect.
Well, it is simple, but it’s not perfect. It would take a lot of money to build something that is 
e&ectively be#er, but this one is adequate for my requirements.

Sur#oard building is a pre"y dangerous industry?
Oh yeah, it’s crazy. People don’t realise how bad it is. Unfortunately, the sur'oard industry is 
fairly unsophisticated; not many people take their health into consideration. It’s kinda like: “Oh 
well, who cares?” O$en, it’s that ‘invincibility of youth’ a#itude, mainly because a lot of the people 
working in the sur'oard industry are quite young. Mostly, the older guys who haven’t le$ appear 
invincible or crazy, and the young guys don’t seem to listen or care. 
 It’s quite toxic. O$en people working in the industry don’t realise the danger and possible 
consequences. Even the shaping can be unhealthy. Once all the chemicals that are mixed for the 
blank interact and go o&, who knows what chemical compounds are then created?

You were saying those original foam guys are dead?
Yes. All the people that invented the foam blowing process are dead: they obviously breathed 
the vapours as the compounds were going o&. Certainly that’s extremely dangerous, and vastly 
di&erent to handling or shaping the blanks once they are cured.

What did the foam and resin fumes do to you?
"e chemicals broke my immune system down. Even though I always wore a good respirator, it 
was ge#ing into my system through my sinuses – via the eyes, ears and also through my skin. I 
virtually had the (u constantly for two years. Every time I was physically active, surfed or shaped 
a lot – anything physically demanding – I’d get a really strong (u. Every time, without exception. 
And, of course, as I was recovering I’d go back to work or go sur!ng and it would get worse again. 
"e frustration was enormous, and I was always tired and had no energy. I really suspected I 
had some kind of cancer. Eventually, I had some tests done and it turned out to be a chemical 
allergy from the foam dusts and resins. In a way, I kinda knew, because every time I went back to 
work I felt more exhausted. "is type of problem certainly wouldn’t happen to everyone, and I 
don’t want to frighten people or exaggerate the possible dangers, but it doesn’t hurt to bring it to 
people’s notice so they can take the necessary precautions.

Wayne looks like a toxic waste scientist when he shapes. He is covered from head to toe in a suit with 
an air-ventilated helmet. The ventilated air is pumped into the helmet by a little backpack unit that 
buckles around his waist.

What is it exactly?
It’s a helmet with a ba#ery-driven motor that pumps air, via a hose, into the helmet. "e motor 
is on a belt that’s worn around the waist, with the motor and !lter at the back. It’s !ltered air, like 
a respirator but, because the helmet encloses your head and face, you can’t get dust in your eyes, 
sinuses or skin. I also have to wear what is known as an asbestos removal suit, to keep the dust 
completely o& my skin. "e respirator is something everyone could, and probably should, use.

!ey need them, huh?
As I said, earlier, it’s quite a toxic industry and people working in it really need to look a$er 
themselves and wear the correct clothing and respirators. I want to make it clear that it’s not the 
materials manufacturers’ fault – I’m not blaming them or anyone else – it’s the way things are. It’s 
the nature of the materials and the compounds that are presently available and, really, until we can !nd 
safer products, it’s up to those people working in the industry to be conscientious about their health.

Is there anything you think surfers can do to help the environment?
Give up, ha!

Give up?
Yeah! Stop sur!ng, ha! Seriously, it’s hard to answer this. "ere are so many surfers these days 
and most of them, naturally, demand the modern product. Which is: lightweight, sensitive and 
reasonably destructible, so consequently the volume of turnover of boards becomes greater. 
Certainly, producing boards that are a lot stronger and, consequently, a lot more expensive is 
an obvious solution. As it is, people don’t like to pay the prices asked now, so it’s hard to say or 
predict what the response would be to, say, a $1000 + sur'oard. 
"at seems the sensible solution, or part solution. It’s a very complex and di%cult situation, 

because shapers and manufacturers have to produce a certain amount of volume, just to make 
a living. No shaper I know ever got rich from shaping. Like Al Merrick, or Rusty, did OK, but 
they had a large turnover and manufacturing base, with many shapers working for them – quite a 
considerable infrastructure.  
 But, for a shaper like myself (who are by far the majority), it’s a struggle and what’s termed 
a hand-to-mouth situation, especially with a family to support. I suppose it’s a bit disappointing, 
considering it’s such hard work. It really does take considerable physical and mental e&ort, not 
to mention years and years of experience. All this is a li#le ironic, as sur'oards are the true core 
product – it’s the sur'oard that ultimately de!nes sur!ng as sur!ng. It seems that the broader surf 
industry has li#le understanding of the di%culties and how li#le money there really is. 
 Certainly, the general sur!ng public have very li#le understanding of the situation. "e 
ultimate solution is completely di&erent materials, incorporating organic based resins and blanks, 
which is quite possible and technically available. "is would require considerable research and 
testing, but it’s certainly a#ainable.

Shouldn’t the industry get behind that? 
Certainly. One day, I really hope it becomes a reality. "e problem is that all the people that I 
know in the industry are overwhelmed with their workload already, and to take on a project of 
these dimensions seems out of the question. Also, I suppose, unless you have been a&ected and 
su&ered the problems and allergies and so forth, there’s not going to be much motivation to 
search for new materials.

If you took the time to go out and $nd organic foam you would go broke.
Well, yes – you could go broke, I suppose. But it’s more just a ma#er of time and intent. By intent, I 
mean a deep sense of wanting to improve the negative problems of pollution and possible danger to 
people.

Or if the surf companies just backed someone to do that.
I doubt if that would happen. It’s certainly potentially possible. I suspect that all the di&erent surf 
companies see themselves as completely separate entities and, therefore, I’m not so sure that 
they would pool some resources into a project like this. It would be a unique and very positive 
development. It would also be an a%rmation of what I talked about earlier: a sense of community 
and responsibility to that community. It would certainly show the world that sur!ng and the 
industry had a maturity and purpose, beyond or apart from pro!ts. A whole new set of values and 
deepening sense of relationship could grow from such an exercise.

In general, is the sur$ng industry too greedy?
You’re asking me a very broad and generalised question, one that’s extremely di%cult, if not 
impossible, to answer either accurately or objectively. What you’re really asking has to do with the 
nature of people motives: their intent, ambitions and so forth.  
 Basically, the question is about the whole spectrum of human endeavour and whether or 
not it’s misguided, or to what degree it is so.  
 Certainly, there are negatives in the surf industry. But, just like all business and personal 
interactions, there are negative and positive aspects. Consequently, the surf industry can’ be 
seen as separate, or in any way unique and di&erent, from all the other aspects of business and so 
called normal life in the material world. Undoubtedly, negatives always have to be acknowledged, 
understood and worked with in an honest and open way, before any signi!cant and lasting 
development can eventuate. "is is true, both from a personal and at a business level. In many ways, 
the surf industry is quite conservative but, again, it’s a re(ection of our so-called modern society. 
 We live in an increasingly mechanistic, reductionist world these days, one where 
impersonalisation is rife. At least, in the surf industry, we have retained, most of the time, that 
personal human interaction that has always been the core of the sur!ng industry. Also, I should 
mention that there have been some particularly profound changes over recent years, changes that 
I see as very positive. 
 It’s really heartening, for me, to see that surfers are now being paid reasonable money for 
their commitment and value to companies. "at, alone, has been a major shi$ in a#itude. It’s 

something that never used to happen years ago, and it wasn’t entirely because there was less money 
in the industry back then, but also because of an inappropriate a#itude towards surfers. I always 
found it ironic because it’s the surfers that drive, and have always driven, the whole industry. 
 Back then, it would cost more to travel and compete in a contest than what you could 
possibly win from an individual competition, or even earn on the entire pro circuit. Also, if and 
when surfers were travelling to do promotions work for a particular company, there wasn’t much 
more than the travel and expenses given. It resulted, in the long term, in being far more bene!cial 
to the company than the surfer. We were used, in varying degrees, then o$en discarded, the 
moment it seemed you were of no further bene!t or worth. 
 No ma#er to what degree a surfer helped the companies, there was very li#le long-term 
support or responsibility shown. Sometimes, this was incredibly degrading behaviour, and that 
a#itude really hurt people, including myself. At one time, I became deeply disillusioned and lost 
all trust in people outside my immediate family and closest friends. For a while, I was resentful 
and bi#er towards the whole sur!ng industry. 
 "at’s not a particularly pleasant experience, and I can’t express how deeply that a&ected 
me and how hard I struggled to resolve it inside myself. Eventually, I came to see those 
experiences in a di&erent light and, as I say, much has changed, both for me and other surfers 
since then. It seems to me that, now, most of the companies are more than happy to see their 
sponsored surfers earn realistic amounts of money. Which is, of course, an acknowledgement of 
the surfers’ contribution and worth, both to the respective company and to sur!ng. "is allows the 
surfers to be set up with at least some land, a house and a car a$er their time is sur!ng has passed. 
 I’m talking very much on a material level here, but it’s practical reality these days to have 
such possessions, especially if one has a family to support and care for. "ere are many people, 
apart from surfers, who have, and can, make signi!cant contributions to sur!ng and the industry. 
 Hopefully, the a#itudes I’m commending here do, and will, apply to those people also. It 
may sound idealistic or altruistic, but this degree of responsibility will ultimately bear greater fruit, 
economically and spiritually, in the long term. Until these a#itudes manifest between people, 
there’s no real hope for any genuine relationship and respect to develop towards the environment.

I just see a lot of the big companies pu"ing money back into contests, and huge 
contests at that. It’s almost like some of the money could be spent researching more 
environmentally-friendly products. It all just seems so disposable.
Again, it’s really di%cult to answer this question objectively, and perhaps to some degree you’re 
right, but really the contests aren’t that big at all. "e amount of prize money, for instance, is 
far less than some other sports of comparable size and public interest. If you start reducing the 
amount of money in these events, you would end up with the scenario I described earlier, in 
response to another question. 
 I’m referring now to what it was like, years ago, to compete – even if you did well it cost 
more than you earned. "at would certainly be the end of the pro circuit. It seems to me that the 
contests are needed at present, and in the foreseeable future, to create a point of reference or… 
A be#er way to describe it might be as a tangible focal point in sur!ng and that, without these 
pro events, it’s possible that the whole energy, momentum and interest from the public and the 
surfers’ perspective could just dissipate. 
 Now, personally, that scenario wouldn’t bother either myself, or a certain percentage of 
surfers, at all, but I’m not that sel!sh to want to see either the pro surfers or the young kids, the 
juniors, not have a chance to become champions or world champion and earning a living in the 
process. When I was young, I really liked and enjoyed competing but, by the time I was eighteen 
years old, I was sick of it. "at’s just my nature, but I’m not about to negate the e&orts a lot of 
people have put into professional sur!ng. "e surfers on the pro tour genuinely deserve to earn a 
living from sur!ng, if they so choose. "ey work hard at their sur!ng and they’re very commi#ed. 
"ese guys contribute enormously to sur'oard design and other products, which eventually 
bene!ts every other surfer. 
 Now, referring back to your question: I think that environmentally-friendly products can 
be developed and !nanced, without taking money away from pro contests. It’s extremely di%cult 




